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Congress Approves $20 Million for Additional Port Security Grants
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New Development

On April 12, 2003, the House
and Senate passed legislation
appropriating an additional $20
million to the Transportation
Security Administration
("TSA"), now within the
Department of Homeland
Security, for grants to assist in
the implementation of port
security measures authorized by
the Maritime Transportation
Security Act of 2002.  This
appropriation was included in
the Emergency Wartime

Supplemental Appropriations
Act of 2003 (H.R. 1559), which
was signed into law on April 16,
2003 (P.L. 108-11).  In addition,
the conference report to H.R.
1559 (House Report 108-76)
directs the TSA to issue grants
for the balance of previous
appropriations (approximately
$105 million) no later than 60
days after enactment.

Background

Congress previously appro-
priated $198.3 million (in two
separate pieces of legislation) to
the TSA for port security grants
for fiscal year 2002.  To date, the
TSA has issued grants to 51 ports
totaling almost $93 million.  

The grants are allocated
among port authorities, facility
operators, and state and local
agencies required to provide
security services, and help fund
certain costs of funding port
security vulnerabilities and
ensuring compliance with port

security plans.  The grants for
implementing port security
plans may not exceed 75% of the
cost of the eligible projects of
more than $25,000 unless the
TSA determines that a higher
Federal contribution is neces-
sary.  Federal match restrictions
do not apply to projects that
cost $25,000 or less.  

Eligibility for the grant pro-
gram is limited to "critical
national seaports and terminals."
Two categories of projects are eli-
gible for funding: (1) security
assessments and mitigation
strategies and (2) enhanced facil-
ity and operational security.  To
be considered a "critical national
seaport or terminal," a port or
terminal applicant must fall into
one of the following categories:

(1) A port designated as one
of 13 "strategic ports" (as
designated by a Maritime
Administration port plan-
ning order), or a terminal
located in that port;



vital to U.S. economic
interests as required for
national security, or a ter-
minal located within that
port; or

(4) A port or terminal respon-
sible for the movement of
a high volume of passen-
gers.

The types of costs funded by
these grants include (1) salaries,
benefits, and other forms of
compensation for security per-
sonnel required by the Coast
Guard, (2) the acquisition, oper-
ation, and maintenance of secu-
rity equipment and facilities,
including equipment and facili-
ties for monitoring and surveil-
lance, (3) screening equipment
to detect weapons of mass
destruction, and (4) port vulner-
ability assessments. 

Conclusion

The additional money appro-
priated by Congress and the
directive to the TSA to award
grants for unspent monies pro-
vide opportunities to ports and

(2) A port designated as a
Controlled Port (i.e., ports
that have access controls
for vessels from certain
countries due to national
security issues): New
London/Groton, CT;
Portsmouth, NH (includ-
ing Kittery, Maine and
Dover, New Hampshire on
the Piscataqua River);
Hampton Roads, VA
(including Norfolk,
Newport News,
Jamestown, Yorktown, and
Portsmouth, VA);
Charleston, SC; Kings Bay,
GA; Port Canaveral, FL;
Panama City, FL;
Pensacola, FL; Port St. Joe,
FL; Port Hueneme, CA;
San Diego, CA; and
Honolulu, HI; or a termi-
nal located in a Controlled
Port;

(3) A nationally important
economic port responsible
for a large volume of cargo
movement or for move-
ment of products that are
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terminals to receive assistance to
fund critical security-related
assessments and improvements.
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